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Homeopathy for Health Care Professionals - Intermediate

Methodological studies (principles & practice) - Q & A Worksheet

Unit 64

P&P Topic for this week:

'Bias & Heuristics in Homeopathy'

Pages / sections

Bias & heuristics in Homeopathy (paper) Soutar

Eliminating Bias in Medicine (paper) & 'Rationality' by Steven Pinker

Reflection
When you have completed your selected reading, write short answers to the following discussion

points and file this document into your learning portfolio.

1. Where in the homeopathic treatment process are you most likely to encounter 'premature closure'? How do you
reconcile Soutar's observations on Heuristics with this form of medical bias? What steps can be encouraged in
practice to mitigate the risk of 'premature closure'?

2. See over /
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2. Where and when in homeopathic practice do we most often encounter 'availability bias'? What might be included
in homeopathic educational events/design to raise awareness of the issue and mitigate its effects?

3. What forms of bias are most likely to affect remedy data? How might this affect the reliability of treatment
indications? What are our future options concerning remedy validation and how might we mitigate the effects of
bias in our data sets?

When you have completed this weeks reading and reflection, consider any questions or comments that you
would like to raise at the end of this week’s Clinical Tutorial.
As an aide memoire, write down any points that you would like to discuss further in the space below.
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